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Almaz’s story

I arrived in Australia on 23 May 1995 on a Refugee Humanitarian Visa.  I came from a refugee camp 
in Sudan.  I have no children of my own. My nephews are the children of my brother, who died in 
about May 2001, and their mother died in about 2006, in Ethiopia. I decided when she died that I 
would take care of my nephews, as they did not have any one else to do so. 

When my nephews’ mother died, they went to stay with some distant relatives in a remote area of 
the countryside. But the relatives were not interested in looking after the children, they just wanted 
them to work herding sheep and goats in very dangerous conditions with landmines and dangerous 
wild animals. They would often have to work for days on end without rest, and no access to 
education, medical services or adequate food.  My nephews then lived in an overcrowded orphanage 
until I could bring them to Australia to live with me. 

Before I went to Ethiopia to visit my nephews, I contacted the Department of Immigration to see 
what I needed to do to bring the boys back to Australia with me. They referred me to CASE for 
Refugees for help. I received help in putting together documents and forms for an orphan visa, which 
would have been impossible for me to do without the help of CASE. My nephews arrived in Perth 
from Ethiopia in the middle of 2008. I actually confused the date the boys were to arrive, and when 
I arrived home from work, I had a call from the airport asking me where I was and why I was not 
at the airport to pick them up! I raced to the airport as fast as I could and hugged them and cried as 
soon as I saw them, it was such a happy day. 

I am now mother and father for my nephews, they are safe and secure and have a better life in 
Australia. They are currently going to school to learn English until they can transfer to a mainstream 
school, and are very happy in Australia. They both now play in a soccer team, attend church and have 
friends and a community life like all children should have.

I am very thankful for all the help from CASE for Refugees to enable my nephews to live in Australia 
with me and live a happy and harmonious life.

Almaz
Pictured with her nephews, front cover
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“ Refugees are ordinary people living extraordinary lives: driven from their homes by fear, conflict and persecution, they 
have had to give up jobs, possessions, dreams, even families in their struggle to survive. They remain some of the most 
vulnerable people in our society. They need assistance and protection. And they need our understanding.”
 Former UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan

 

 

Drawing by young CASE client.
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